
Rationale for Programming at Winlaw School 
The ASSAI program provides access to art and sports programming for rural and vulnerable 
students that may not otherwise have the opportunity to participate in after school activities. 
With the ongoing reduction of available extra curricular programs and increased financial 
stresses, continuing with ASSAI is imperative, and offering programming at Winlaw School is 
the safest option for the Winlaw School Community.  


We have carefully assessed the risks and benefits of in-person delivery and have chosen to 
proceed with a modified ASSAI program that implements safety practices from The BC 
Ministry of Education, School District 8, WE Graham Community Services, The BC Ministry of 
Health, the BCCDC and WorksafeBC. 


We will continue to monitor the Covid19 situation and adapt as necessary while prioritizing the 
safety of our participants, staff, and community. 


Assessed Risk of ASSAI Environment 
WECGSS staff, ASSAI staff and Winlaw Elementary School staff have liaised and assessed 
risks prior to program implementation. They will continue to collaborate on protocol as the 
ASSAI year progresses and keep an eye on all relevant recommendations handed down from 
the BCCDC, SD8, and our funding bodies. 


Physical Distancing 
This year there are no longer learning cohorts. This means that all students kindergarten to 
Grade 6 can participate in ASSAI along side each other. We will make every effort to continue 
to keep participants safe using health checks, hand washing, and other relevant protocols. 


We will not be welcoming students from other Slocan Valley schools at this time. This is a step 
above the Ministry or Education’s current guidelines, which allow inter-school activities. With 
the rise of covid-19 cases in our region and Interior Health more broadly, we are offering site 
specific programming for Fall 2021, and will reassess in January 2022. 


All supplies and equipment will be cleaned prior to use using enhanced sanitization 
procedures. Participants will not share supplies. 


Programming will take advantage of outdoor art and recreation opportunities wherever possible 
to encourage physical distancing. We will keep program numbers below 15 participants per 
session to ensure that students have enough space to safely participate in programming. 


Pick up procedure 
We ask that parents arrive promptly to collect their children at 3:45pm each day and maintain 
physical distancing while waiting. 


Participants will be exiting via the gym doors into the parking lot near the school library 
windows. Please avoid entering the gymnasium or school at this time. 
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Hand washing 
Participants will wash their hands prior to entering the gym from their respective class rooms, 
before and after consuming food, and when switching between rooms/ activities. 


Participants will also be asked to wash their hands after touching their mouths, nose, and 
faces, or using the toilet. 


We will have hand sanitizer and hand washing stations available within each activity space to 
minimize movement through common spaces. 


Staff will wash their hands upon entering the school, before and after food handling, after 
touching their faces/mouths, after using the toilet, and when switching between activities/ 
learning cohorts. 


Facility cleaning and disinfecting 
Extra resources have been allocated to ensure that all high touch surfaces (for example door 
handles, light switches, countertops, tables, chairs) will be routinely sanitized before and during 
the ASSAI program. 


We will be following the BCCDC’s recommendations for enhanced cleaning and disinfecting 
during the pandemic, and are working closely with SD8’s custodial staff to ensure that the 
building is clean and ready for our programming. 


All equipment used will be adequately sanitized prior to use and between uses where 
appropriate. We have secured extra funding to increase our supplies and minimize the sharing 
of equipment and supplies. 


Food handling and food preparation 
Our healthy after school snack will be served in individual portions this year. Participants will 
wash their hands before and after consuming their snacks, and will be asked to refrain from 
sharing food. 


Food will be prepared according to food safe protocol and will be prepared by staff. 


We ask that participants bring their own water container.


Sickness policy 
Participants will be utilizing the SD 8 daily health check that they are required to do before 
school each day. We ask that you keep your children home from ASSAI when they are 
exhibiting symptoms. 


If a participant begins to feel sick or display signs of illness, they will be separated from the 
other participants and a parent or caregiver will be called to collect the participant immediately. 




Use of PPE 
ASSAI will follow the same guidelines for mask wearing as SD8. All Students K-Grade 6 will be 
asked to wear a mask in common spaces and when moving around the program. Masks may 
be removed temporarily in certain instances or for certain populations. See examples below. 


• 	A person unable to put on or remove a mask without the assistance of another person

• 	If the mask is removed temporarily for the purposes of identifying the person wearing it

• 	If the mask is removed temporarily to engage in an educational activity such as playing 

a wind instrument or high-intensity physical activity

• A person who cannot tolerate wearing a mask for health or behavioural reasons

• 	If a person is eating or drinking

• 	If a person is behind a barrier

• 	While providing a service to a person with a disability or diverse ability (for example, a 

hearing impairment), where visual cues, facial expressions and/or lip reading/
movements are important


Staff and instructors will maintaining physical distance wherever possible and will be wearing 
masks while working with participants. Please be in touch with ASSAI coordinator if you feel 
that your child needs to have a modified mask wearing arrangement. 


Relevant Links 

SD 8 Communicable Disease Plan (OCT 2021):  
https://www.sd8.bc.ca/sites/default/files/SD8%20Communicable_Disease-Plan-
October%202021.pdf


BC CDC Covid 19 Prevention and Risks: 
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/prevention-risks


Work Safe BC Covid 19: 
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/covid-19


BC Ministry of Education Covid 19 Communicable Disease Guidelines: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-
caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf


BC Ministry of Health Covid 19: 
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-
provincial-health-officer/current-health-topics/covid-19-novel-coronavirus


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/current-health-topics/covid-19-novel-coronavirus
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/current-health-topics/covid-19-novel-coronavirus

